
Reference:  RM-10740

The petition filed by W0YR and W6FDR asking that a bandwidth limit of 5.6 kHz be
applied to AM transmissions and a bandwidth limit of 2.8 kHz be applied to SSB
transmissions in the high-frequency spectrum (below 28.8 Mhz) is absurd,
fallacious, and it clearly demonstrates a lack of knowledge of the petitioners
of the meaning and the intent of the FCC Rule 97.1.

Moreover, by the submission of this petition, the petitioners are devoid of
wisdom and are unable to comprehend any of the adverse effects upon the Amateur
Radio Service should their petition be accepted.  Therefore, I vehemently reject
any such rulemaking.

These two petitioners, W0YR and W6FDR, project they are leading a noble and just
cause for THE THOUSANDS of amateurs who are being injured by intentional
interference by amateurs who subscribe to quality audio.

A single word is appropriate to their asinine and untrue charges - HOGWASH!
Although these two individuals state there are hundreds of amateurs complaining
to the FCC; in fact the freedom of information act reveals that there are only
five.  ONLY FIVE!  In order to make their claim of hundreds of amateurs
registering complaints with the FCC, these five individuals have made multiple
complaints.  That is subterfuge - pure and simple!

Contrary to these two petitioners' claims, all one has to do is to listen on 20
meters to the leaders of quality  audio, and the listeners will discover that
there are "lines of amateurs" waiting their turn to be helped by these most
learned and polite folks who subscribe to innovations in radio through
experimentation.

Audio engineering is a complex science; one must possess some innate ability to
experience the pleasure of producing quality audio; in addition, one must have
help to accomplish this goal.  Perhaps, herein lies the problem that is causing
these five individuals to register so many complaints with the FCC.  Maybe they
do not possess enough innate ability to comprehend audio engineering; maybe
their pride prevents them from "standing in line" and seeking help from men who
are at the cutting edge of this exciting new mode.  Maybe they are too set in
their old ways to accept change.  Maybe, because they cannot accept the fact
that so many amateurs are having so much fun with quality audio, their goal is
to eliminate these amateurs from the HF spectrum via rule changes by the FCC.

How petty!  How narrow of purpose!

If Mr. Lonneke, W0YR, and Mr. Ladisky, W5FDR, are so griveved by the hundreds of
amateurs, world wide, who enjoy quality audio, with most of them operating
within 3.0 kHz of bandwidth, and using a stock transceiver, there is ample room,
for them to just turn their VFO dial a couple of kHz.  Moreover, if Messrs.
Lonneke and Ladisky feel it necessary to operate on a certain frequency, if they



would ask the "audio buffs" to move in a polite manner, I would wager that the
majority of these fellows would oblige them.

The sole purpose of these two petitioners is to cause a vindictive action,
through the FCC, against a group of amateurs who are expanding the knowledge of
quality audio through experimentation.  For these two petitioners to pretend
they are submitting their petition for the protection and betterment of hundreds
of amateurs is utterly false, contrite, misleading, and it is a lie.

What is the real issue that prompted the submission of this petition?  Is it
because three or four supporters of quality audio are using five or six kHz of
spectrum on one frequency on one band, namely, 14.178 MHz for approximately one
or two hours per day?  I hardly think this is the real motive.  Anecodotally,
14.178 has been devoid of all 6 kHz operation for over two months.

The real motive for this petition, in my opinion, is that the two petitioners
and the three amateurs they represent, have lost the excitement of something new
in radio; they are resistant to change; and they feel threatened by new and
innovative activities that would, by necessity, force them to ask questions of
more adroit amateurs on the subject of quality audio.  The issue here is not the
conservation of spectrum; the issue is:  the intolerance of one amateur group
for another group.

The intolerance of the group that the petitioners represent is extremely
intense.  It ranges from the attempt to legally removing all quality audio from
the HF bands to willful interference of those participating in quality audio on
the air.  In thirty four years of being an amateur, I have never heard such
filthy language directed to anyone as has been directed toward the amateurs
participating in quality audio on twenty meters.

The petitioners in attempting to advance their narrow views of their narrow
bandwidth under the guise of "protecting the spectrum" for the "thousands of
amateurs" is a pure unadulterated falsehood.  The amateur radio community will
not be deceived.

Neither should the staff of the FCC be beguiled!

The FCC Rules, as presently written, encourage amateur radio operators to
experiment, which has lead to many   modern-day innovations.  These innovations
are presently enjoyed by the mass of our civilization, our military, our many
businesses that use communications, our government and our medical science and
research institutions -  all because HAMS ARE PERMITTED TO EXPERIMENT!

I would like to introduce to you Mr. Greg Lapin, N9GL, who holds a PhD in
electrical engineering; he is chairman of the ARRL RF Safety Committee and he is
a member of the FCC Technological Advisory Council.



In the section Op-Ed in the November, 2002, QST, page 101, he presents an
article that is titled, "In Search of Amateur Innovation".  In this article he
states, "There is another very important aspect to Amateur Radio that does not
get the press that it deserves.  Experimentation with new communication
techniques by amateurs over the course of the history of radio has provided the
basis of much of what we consider to be modern communications".

Mr. Lapin's second article, with the same title, in QST, in June, 2003, page 91,
states, "Innovation on the ham bands is one of the reasons for the existance of
the Amateur Radio Service, as listed in the FCC Rules, Part 97.1".  Mr. Lapin
further states, "The rules for the Amateur Radio Service are tailored to make
attainment of these goals possible.  We are the only service that is permitted
to build and modify our own equipment without prior permission from the FCC".

The petition to limit the bandwidth of AM and SSB in the HF spectrum, knowingly
or in ignorance, will effect the very existance of the Amateur Radio Service.
If experimentation is eliminated in the HF spectrum, there is no longer any
valid reason for the continuance of the Service as defined by the FCC Rule 97.1.

I sincerely hope that you agree with me that Messrs. Lonneke and Ladisky could
be a little more tolerant of both their fellow ham and their fellow man.  It
should not be too difficult for them to turn their dial by two kHz, or to ask an
audio buff to "move over".  They might be surprised, for most of us are
accommodating fellows.

I respectfully submit this comment to the FCC on RM-10740.

Sincerely,

William G. Cooper, W5ZAF

281-992-1581


